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This  distinguished  Democratic  leader  in  the  United  States  Senate, 
was  born  at  Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  on  the  9th  of  October,  1782. 
His  father  bore  a  commission  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  in  which  he 
enlisted  the  day  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  and  continued  till  the 
triumph  of  Independence.  He  participated  in  the  glories  of  Bunker 
Hill,  Saratoga,  Trenton,  Princeton,  Monmouth  and  Germantown. 

His  son,  Lewis  Cass,  was  educated  at  the  Academy  of  Exeter, 
studied  law  at  Marietta,  and  was  admitted  at  the  bar  of  Marietta, 
Ohio,  in  1802. 

In  1806  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Ohio  legislature.  When 
Aaron  Burr's  movements  began  to  agitate  the  country,  he  drafted,  as 
a  member  of  the  committee  to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
the  law  which  enabled  the  local  authorities  to  arrest  the  men  and  boats 
on  their  passage  down  the  Ohio.  He  also  drafted  the  address  to  Mr. 
Jefferson,  which  embodied  the  views  of  the  Ohio  legislature  on  that 
important  subject. 

In  1807  Mr.  Cass  was  appointed  Marshal  of  the  state,  but  resigned 
in  1813. 

In  1812  he  volunteered  his  services  in  the  force  which  was  called 
out  to  join  the  army  under  General  William  Hull,  and  marched  to 
Dayton,  where  he  was  elected  Colonel  of  the  third  regiment  of  Ohio 
volunteers.  Having  to  break  through  an  an  almost  trackless  wilder- 
ness, the  army  suffered  much  on  its  roure  to  Detroit,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  officers  of  the  volunteers  should  share  in  the  fatigue  and 
privations,  lest  the  men,  unused  to  military  discipline,  should  turn  back 
in  discouragement.  Colonel  Cass  was  among  the  most  urgent  for  an 
invasion  of  the  Canadian  province  immediately  after  the  army  arrived 
at  Detroit ;  but  General  Hull  did  not  cross  the  river  until  after  the 
lapse  of  several  days,  and  thereby  lost  all  the  advantages  that  might 
have  followed  a  prompt  and  decisive  movement.  The  advanced 
detachment  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Cass,  and  he  was  the  first 
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man  who  landed,  in  arms,  on  the  enemy's  shore  after  the  declaration 
of  war. 

Colonel  Cass  soon  dislodged  the  British,  posted  at  the  Bridge  over 
the  Canards.  There  he  maintained  his  ground,  expecting  that  the 
array  would  advance  and  follow  up  the  success,  by  striking  at  Maiden  ; 
but  he  was  disappointed  by  the  indecision  of  the  general,  who  ordered 
the  detachment  to  return. 

Colonel  Cass  had  no  part  in,  and  was  not  responsible  for,  the 
timidity  of  General  Hull,  by  whom  he  was  betrayed.  After  the  capi- 
tulation of  his  commander,  Colonel  Cass  repaired  to  Washington,  and 
reported  to  the  government.  He  was  exchanged  in  the  spring  follow- 
ing, appointed  Colonel  of  the  twenty-seventh  iniantry,  and  soon  after 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General.  He  joined  General  Har- 
rison at  Seneca,  crossed  Lake  Erie,  pursued  Proctor,  and  participated 
in  the  triumph  at  the  Moravian  towns. 

The  North- Western  Campaign  being  thus  brought  to  a  happy  close, 
General  Cass  was  left  in  military  command  of  Michigan  and  Upper 
Canada,  and  in  1813  appointed  civil  governor.  He  pacified  the 
Indians  who  accompanied  him  to  Detroit  as  auxiliaries,  and  with  his 
small  regular  force,  sometimes  not  exceeding  a  company  of  regulars, 
and  the  local  mihtia,  defended  the  province  against  the  hostile 
Indians. 

After  the  termination  of  the  w^ar.  General  Cass  applied  his  energy 
and  talents  to  the  civil  administration  of  the  territory,  and  to  the 
establishment  of  permanent,  peaceful  relations  with  the  Indians,  with 
whom  he  concluded  the  treaties  of  Fort  Meigs,  St.  Mary's  and  Sagano. 
He  became  thus  the  guardian  and  father  of  the  territory,  which  he  had 
helped  to  rescue  from  the  enemy. 

In  1820  Governor  Cass,  with  the  sanction  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  then 
Secretary  of  War,  planned  an  expedition  for  crossing  Lake  Superior, 
exploring  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi,  and  establishing  commercial 
intercourse  with  the  Indians  on  that  extensive  route.  Another  object 
was,  to  establish  a  fort  at  Sault  de  St.  Marie;  but  the  Indians,  feeling 
hostile  to  the  United  States,  instead  of  counseling  with  General  Cass, 
returned  to  their  encampment  and  raised  the  British  flag.  General 
Cass,  accompanied  by  a  single  interpreter,  advanced  to  their  encamp- 
ment, pulled  down  the  British  flag,  and  informed  them  that  they  were 
on  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  The  moral  effect  of  this  bold 
movement  brought  the  Indians  to  terms,  and  secured  the  object  of  the 
expedition. 

The  next  Indian  treaty  of  General  Cass  was  concluded  at  Chicago, 
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by  which  all  the  lands  in  Michigan  not  before  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  south  of  Grand  River,  were  acquired.  This  was  followed  by 
the  treaty  with  the  Delaware  Indians  in  1823,  and  in  1825  by  a  treaty 
of  general  pacification  with  the  north-western  tribes.  General  Cass 
was  equally  successful  in  all  subsequent  negotiations,  and  in  cultivating 
peaceful  relations  with  those  who  had  hitherto  assumed  a  more  or  less 
hostile  attitude  toward  the  United  States. 

The  first  legislative  council  of  Michigan  met  in  1822  ;  and  Governor 
Cass'  message  to  that  body  gave,  at  once,  evidence  of  the  highest 
administrative  talent  and  matured  statesmanship.  It  was  these  quali- 
ties, cultivated  by  literature  and  long  experience,  joined  to  strong  un- 
swerving democratic  principles,  and  exemplary  private  worth,  that 
induced  General  Jackson  to  tender  him  the  oflice  of  Secretary  of  War, 
which  he  filled  with  so  much  credit  to  himself,  and  advantage  to  our 
common  country. 

General  Cass  administered  the  war  department  with  consummate 
skill  and  tact  at  two  of  the  most  critical  periods  in  our  history.  It 
was  he  who,  during  the  state  rights  issue  in  South  Carolina,  was 
mainly  instrumental  in  sending  a  deputation  from  the  Old  Dominion  to 
Charleston  to  act  as  mediators  between  the  state  and  the  general  go- 
vernment;  while  his  instructions  to  General  Scott,  who  had  been 
ordered  down  to  South  Carolina  by  General  Jackson,  forbade  expressly 
all  interference  with  the  civil  institutions  of  the  state. 

General  Cass  exhibited  the  same  scrupulous  regard  for  the  rio-hts  of 
the  states,  in  the  contest  of  the  general  government  with  Governor 
Gayle  of  Alabama,  on  the  subject  of  intrusion  on  the  Indians.  His  orders 
to  the  commanding  officer  were  again  to  obey  the  civil  authorities  in 
all  respects,  and  to  admit  any  state  officer  with  process  into  his  fort, 
to  execute  the  law.  In  every  instance  did  General  Cass  place  the  civil 
authority  above  the  military. 

In  October,  1836,  General  Cass  was  appointed  minister  to  France, 
which  important  post  he  filled  till  December  1842.  No  American 
minister  abroad,  since  the  time  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  enjoyed  the  con- 
fidence, respect  and  affection  of  the  government  and  the  people  of 
France  in  the  same  degree  as  General  Cass  ;  none  w^as  more  universally 
admired  for  his  unalfected  love  of  freedom  ;  and  none  was,  by  those 
means,  placed  in  a  better  position  to  render  important  services  to  his 
country.  He  was  consulted  on  every  important  question  of  state,  and 
his  opinions  treated  with  the  utmost  deference.  His  influence  was  felt 
at  court,  in  the  legislative  chambers,  in  the  press  and  with  the  masses. 
Thus  he  was  enabled  by  the  single  force  of  argument,  and  the  volume 
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of  his  irreproachable  character,  to  break  down  the  quintuple  treaty, 
already  concluded  and  partially  signed  by  the  five  great  powers  of 
Europe — England,  France,  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia — which  would 
have  constituted  England  permanent  mistress  of  the  sea,  by  giving  her 
the  control  over  the  police  of  the  ocean.  General  Cass  caused  this 
treaty  for  the  Right  of  Search,  and  the  impunity  of  insulting  our  flag 
on  the  high  waters,  to  be  annulled,  and  another  treaty  to  be  substituted 
for  it,  in  virtue  of  which  our  own  ships  of  war  were  charged  with  the 
execution  of  our  own  laws.  This  was  the  greatest  triumph  ever 
achieved  by  an  American  Minister  in  Europe. 

On  his  return  to  the  United  States,  General  Cass  was  put  in  nomi- 
nation for  the  Presidency,  and  received  125  votes  at  the  Baltimore 
Convention  in  1844.  Mr.  Polk  being  finally  nominated,  General  Cass 
came  at  once  forward  in  support  of  the  nominee,  addressing  the  people 
of  Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  the  north-western  states  in  behalf  of  their 
chosen  favorite.  In  the  same  year  he  was  elected  a  U.  S.  Senator  from 
Michigan,  and  took  his  seat  in  March  1845,  with  Mr.  Polk  for  Pre- 
sident. 

In  the  session  of  Congress  of  1845-46,  General  Cass  rendered  most 
important  services  in  the  Oregon  question,  and  adhered  to  the  last  to 
his  own  firm  conviction  that  the  United  States  were  lawfully  entitled 
to  the  whole  territory  up  to  latitude  54  degrees  and  40  minutes. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  firmness  with  which  General  Cass  and  his 
followers  adhered  to  the  line  of  54  degrees  40  minutes,  the  probability 
is  that  England  would  have  never  conceded  the  boundary  of  49,  which 
was  finally  agreed  upon  between  the  respective  ministers  of  the  two 
countries. 

During  the  Mexican  war,  it  was  the  especial  privilege  of  General 
Cass  to  support  Mr.  Polk's  administration  as  chairman  of  the  military 
committee  of  the  Senate  ;  and  the  result  has  added  new  laurels  to  his 
patriotism  and  stateraanship. 

In  184S  General  Cass  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency  against 
General  Taylor,  then  fresh  from  the  battle  fields  of  Mexico,  and  sup- 
ported, in  many  states,  as  a  Democratic  candidate  for  that  high  office. 
General  Cass  received  nevertheless  the  electorial  votes  of  half  of  all 
the  states  of  the  Union,  and  this,  notwithstanding  the  melancholy 
defection  of  a  portion  of  the  Democracy,  who  had  organized,  on  a  sec- 
tional issue,  and  ran  an  inilependent  candidate  !  Nothing  but  the  great 
personal  popularity  of  General  Cass  could  have  prevented  his  being 
distanced  under  such  circumstances.  The  same  states  which  then 
A'oted  for  General  Cass,  without  California,  would  now  bring  General 
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Cass  within  fifteen  votes  of  an  election,  with  nine  states,  now  Demo- 
cratic, and  California  still  to  run  upon. 

But  the  greatest  triumph  was  achieved  by  General  Cass  during  the 
session  of  Congress  immediately  following  the  election  of  General  Tay- 
lor, w^hen,  pending  the  unfortunate  agitation  of  the  slavery  question, 
which  threatened  our  domestic  peace  and  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union 
he  compelled  the  administration  and  the  Whig  leaders  in  the  Senate 
to  adopt  the  very  platform  on  which  he  and  the  Democratic  party  had 
stood  during  the  Presidental  canvass.  This  was  perhaps  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  constitutional  governments,  that  an  administration 
had  to  surrender  to  the  opposition,  and  declare  itself  incompetent  to 
carry  on  the  government  on  the  principles  of  its  own  adoption. 

General  Cass  was  the  first  statesman  of  the  North  who  declared  the 

Wilmot  proviso  as  unconstitutional,  and  his  speech  on  that  subject 

the  most  philosophical  that  was  delivered  during  the  memorable  ses- 
sion— has  to  this  moment  remained  unanswered.  It  has  settled  that 
point  not  only  in  Congress,  but  with  the  people,  and  restored  peace 
and  quiet  to  a  country  till  then  torn  by  faction  and  sectional  fanati- 
cism. 

General  Cass  spoke  against  the  Wilmot  proviso  while  under  in- 
struction from  his  state  to  vote  for  it ;  being  fully  prepared  to  resign 
his  seat  in  the  Senate  and  to  return  to  private  life,  rather  than  do  vio- 
lence to  the  constitution  and  the  rights  of  his  Southern  brethren.  But 
his  arguments  convinced  the  people  of  his  state  that  they  had  been  in 
the  wrong,  and  the  legislature  of  Michigan  repealed  the  instructions 
before  the  vote  on  the  measures  of  adjustment  was  finally  taken  in  the 
U.  S.  Senate. 

Pending  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question,  General  Cass  was 
offered  the  chairmanship  of  the  committee  of  thirteen,  but  peremptorily 
declined  that  honor  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clay,  who,  from  his  position  as  the 
leader  of  the  Whig  party,  could  command  greater  influence  with  the 
administration.  Public  honors  had  no  attractions  for  him,  when  con- 
flicting with  his  duty  to  his  country.  The  post  in  which  he  could 
render  the  most  service  was  the  post  of  honor  with  him. 

General  Cass  was  reelected  to  the  U.  S.  Senate  in  18-31,  receivino- 
the  entire  Democratic  vote  of  the  legislature  of  his  state,  and  one  or 
two  votes  from  the  opposition.  The  election  took  place  in  advan^  of 
the  organization  of  the  legislature,  and  even  before  the  Hous^ad 
elected  its  speaker. 

There  is  now  no  living  American  statesman,  who  fills  the  public;  Qye 
of  the  old  and  the  new  world  more  than  General  Cass — none  whQ  is 
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more  thoroughly  wedded  to  republican  liberty,  or  considered  an  abler 
representative  of  the  Democratic  principle  of  self-government.  In  him 
the  cause  of  freedom  has  found  a  champion,  whose  fame,  while  borne 
triumphantly  aloft  in  his  own  country,  has  penetrated  the  very  prison 
walls  of  the  oppressed  of  other  climes,  till  even  the  children  have  been 
taught  to  lisp  his  name  with  hope  and  reverence.  General  Cass  is 
now  a  prominent  candidate  for  the  Presidency :  should  he  be  nomi- 
nated and  elected,  the  event  will  be  historical  throughout  Christendom, 
denoting  a  most  distinct  and  indisputable  progress  in  favor  of  liberal 
principles. 


